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S CTRST BAPTIST PERRY Meet our PROSPECTIVE PASTOR,
m Pastor Search Comumittee Rev. Jamie L. Powell

Dear First Baptist Family:

Mere words cannot fully describe the sense of ts@irirefreshment and renewal that we have experietitese past few weeks as the
Lord has led us to know Rev. Jamie Powell and liis Wraci. We are also excited and encourageddw God has been preparing our
congregation these past few weeks what lies aleabfor Bro. Jamie’s future ministry here. God tesinded us over and over of His
words in Isaiah 43:18-19:

“18Do not call to mind the former things, or ponderitigs of the past.'® Behold, | will do something new, now it will sprinforth;
will you not be aware of it? | will even make a rdeay in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.”

Each of us on the Pastor Search Team is fully cmed that God that has brought us together with Bamie for His divine purpose
and we are all confident that it is God'’s will tha¢ at First Baptist Perry should extend a calBto. Jamie to become our next Senior
Pastor. This confidence and assurance came oy rabnths of diligent and earnest prayer for Gatifection every step of the way
during our long transition process. Like many ofiywe often wondered how long this process woalké and at times we became frus-
trated and impatient. But we continually prayedt@od would lead us in His way and according te ti#ning, and that is exactly what
He did. Each of us worked hard and spent manyshioumany meetings away from our families and tisteto hours of sermons, but
we cannot take any credit for finding Bro. Jamighe result of this long process has been all Gddiag, we only followed where He
led us.

Remember, Bro. Jamie did not seek us out; instezdl I€&d us to him, where he was serving as a suttessstor and has been stead-
fastly preaching the truth of God’'s Word and trlilyng the love of Christ for his people. In thext few weeks, we will have the op-
portunity to share with you many amazing storieb@iv God worked out every small detail in this @e& removing barriers and pav-
ing the path to bring us together with Bro. Jamiie.the meantime, know that God has convinced asBho. Jamie Powell will be the

right man for FBC Perry. We spent many month&ataeginning of this process, examining our chumgfng to understand as much as
we could about the history and culture of FBC Pegoythat we could discern clearly when God letbithe man He was preparing to be
the right “fit” for this church. We can honestlgiysthat if we spent another two years looking fqraator, we do not believe we could
find a man that could be a better pastor for FBE@yPeThat's because we believe God has alreadysetd the right man, the man God
has been preparing to lead us. Now, it is up tat@#BC Perry to respond to God'’s leadership inding us a new pastor.

The Pastor Search Team encourages each membée tthéatime to meet Bro. Jamie and to hear himgbrélais coming weekend. We
have tried to make as much information as we cautBro. Jamie and his beliefs and experience imisiry available to you in this
brochure and elsewhere so that you can make ammgetbdecision when it is time to vote on his calFBC Perry next Sunday. But we
also understand that it is impossible for you tbtgeknow him as well as we do because of the ntanys we have spent with Jamie
and Traci in conversations about his life and ntigjsabout God'’s call upon their lives and theiedlent response Him throughout their
ministry. We are also confident that God has a&sb®ro. Jamie that it is His will for he and hisnfity to come to FBC Perry. There-
fore, we ask that each of you will be willing taigt us in this matter, but most of all to trust Gale have prayed throughout our proc-
ess that God would make His will abundantly cleaall of us, including Bro. Jamie, and we all bedie¢hat God has made His will
known to each of us. Please be praying that Gdidnveike His will clear to you also. Remember aneditate on God’s Word from
Romans 12:1-2:

“1] beseech you therefore, brethren, by the meraiésSod, that you present your bodies a living sdice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable servicé.And do not be conformed to this world, but be trémsned by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and acceptable and gerivill of God.”

Thank you all for the opportunity to serve this iuand the confidence you placed in us for thisimmeental task. We thank you also
for your prayers, patience, support and words ebaragement to us in this process. We are trutjteck about the plans God has for us
and that God is doing “something new” at First BstfPerry. We know that He has great plans for deslemiah 29:11.

With love and sincerity from your brothers andesistin Christ,

The Pastor Search Team, FBC Perry



Introduction to Rev. Jamie L. Powell

Personal

Jamie Powell is age 45, married to Traci Powel #rey have with 2
children, ages 11 and 18. Bro. Jamie was bornrioxiille, Tennessee
area, but grew up and finished high school in FRbr@ty, Arkansas. He
accepted God'’s call on his life to the ministryaateenager, and has been
employed in Christian ministry ever since, inclugiwhile he was in col-
lege and seminary. He is currently the Senior dPagt First Baptist
Church West in Lawton Oklahoma, where he has sefgedver 10
years. This church is similar in size of atten@aand staff as FBC Perry,
with similar ministries and programs. He and Hisrch subscribe to the
Baptist Faith & Message as published by the SontBaptist Conven-
tion, just as does FBC Perry. Bro. Jamie is angtsupporter of church
mission work, and his church is active in both larad foreign missions.
His church has active ministries for Music, YouttdaChildren, including

Rev. Jamie L. Powell an AWANA program.

Bro. Jamie has 17+ years experience as a SenitorRaml over 28 years total experience in the rmnisHe has
been very active in the local (Comanche-Cotton)tiBapssociation, holding several offices and orveg on sev-
eral committees. He has also served as the Vicgderd of Pastor's Conference of the Baptist Gér@oavention
of Oklahoma and on the Board of Directors and EBeard, as well as serving on two Southern Baf@tvention
committees. He is well respected by his peerspastbral colleagues. He is a strong preachereauhér of the Bi-
ble, which he believes is the inerrant Word of Gddhose who are familiar with Bro. Jamie and histpang skills
all name one of his greatest strengths as a Hadt@ strong and fervent love for people and bisgregation.

Family Information

Bro. Jamie has been married for 20 years to Tridn& Powell. She has a Bachelor's degree in Hommengmics/

Interior Design from Oklahoma State University asdo attended Southwestern Baptist Theological Samyj

where she and Jamie first met. She has been actswgporting Jamie’s ministry in each of the ain@s where he
serves and teaches Bible classes in their locast@r school.

They have two children; Kati, age 18, is a freshma®klahoma Baptist University in Shawnee, OK, @adeb, age
11, who is a fifth grade student.

Bro. Jamie is the son of Dr. Kerry Powell, a respeécSouthern Baptist pastor (now retired) and fedarothers
who have been called to the ministry.

His Statement of Faith

I grew up in a Christian home. At sixteen years bldusted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviorveasl baptized at
First Baptist Church in Forrest City, Arkansas vehery dad was pastor. | surrendered to God’s oalotational

ministry at seventeen. Seeking to be obedientad’'sJeadership, | have served in various minispportunities He
has provided. Because the Church is establisheghioigt to reach this world, its five purposes afrship evangel-
ism, discipleship, ministry and fellowship are icadl to its functioning. It is the responsibilibf the pastor to en-
courage and equip the congregation to live out &pdrposes in their lives, personally and corpdrat&his is best
accomplished through preaching, teaching, modetirsgipling, mentoring, leading and caring.



His Concept of the Bible

| believe that the Bible is the Word of God. linspired by God and is inerrant, infallible, imrabte, authoritative and
sufficient. It is Truth without mixture of errond it is authoritative over every part of our faibeliefs practices, min-
istries and opinions.

The Word of God is living and powerful. It teacheswhat is right, where we are wrong, how to gghitrand how to
stay right. It equips us for every good work, asn@ilamp to our feet and a light for our path. dtkes us wise unto sal-
vation.

His Concept of the Church

The church is the Bride, the Body and the Buildiiglesus Christ. It is a fellowship, a family, adk. Each of these
descriptions of the nature of the church has imagibms and ramifications concerning the structung fainction of the
church.

Bride of Christ . . . speaks of our love and $pai intimacy with Christ.

Body of Christ . . . speaks to our dependence @uotst, our inter-dependence and connection th eac
member, and of ministry functions of each memloepeding to spiritual gifts.

Building of Christ . . . speaks to the functiortleé church as a habitation of the Spirit to bspgitual praises
and sacrifices to God.

The church is a fellowship, so harmony and unigy@iorities.

The church is a family, so we should operate erbtsis of relationships, not merely rules. Thstqras to
lead the church like he leads his family, becaheechurch is a family. The pastor should leadctingrch
family, not as a dictator, but by example, sendnd sacrifice.

The church is a flock, so it is led by and camddy shepherds.

His Concept of Leadership in the Church

| believe the Church should be Pastor-led. Thatiat shepherds do. They lead, feed, care for emteqi the flock. |
also believe that the Pastor should equip the s&intthe work of ministry while recognizing andliatng the wisdom
and spiritual giftedness of the congregation. Theans the Pastor should work with the committeisstry teams,
Deacons and the congregation as a whole to accsimtpié Church’s goals and affairs.

While | do believe the Church should be Pastor-ted, Pastor should be careful not to micromanageyewe and
every ministry. Likewise, committees and Deacoramukhnot micro-manage the Pastor and staff.

It is important for the Pastor to remember thatsheading sheep and not driving cattle. The Ragtould invest time
in developing relationships with the leaders in¢harch, to develop leaders, and to release ledolézad.

Education

Forrest City High School, Forrest City, Arkansas
Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Arkans&achelor of Arts, Religion

Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. WoFexas - Master of Divinity, Biblical Languages

Ministry Experience

1999-present; Senior Pastor, First Baptist Churest\_awton, Oklahoma

1995-1999; Pastor, First Baptist Church, Chattaap@klahoma

1994-1995; Associate Pastor, Youth and Family MipjsGrand Avenue Baptist Church, Hot Springs, Auwas
1990-1994; Pastor, Twin Lakes Baptist Church, Hoir§)s, Arkansas

1989-1990; Minister of Youth, University Parkway@iat Church, Johnson City, Tennessee



Meet our Prospective New Pastor!

Saturday, November 28, 3:00-5:00pm
Church-wide Reception - Meet & Greet
Fellowship Hall; Light Refreshments

Sunday, November 29, Morning Service
Our Prospective New Pastor will be Preaching

Traci - “I am a native born Oklahoman, but have lived inesal places. | graduated from

High School in Colorado Springs, CO. | attendedo@mlo State University and graduated
from Oklahoma State University with a degree iretidr Design. | was saved at the age of
7. After graduating from college and working atlesign firm, | was called to the ministry

and went to Southwestern Baptist Theological Sergindere | met my wonderful husband,

Jamie. | like to travel, read, and sew. | alsoogrgading women in Bible study. | am cur-

rently an administrative assistant/teacher at as@éin School, but my favorite job is being

wife and mother to my family.”

Kati - “I was born in Little Rock, AR. | was saved whewas 7 years old. | am a freshman

\. @l at Oklahoma Baptist University in Shawnee. | anmjamiag in Youth Ministry with a minor

| in Worship Arts. | love sports (especially cheed @rack). | also love music. | sang with the
2 worship team for the youth and main worship ses/iaemy church for 4 years, and some-

| times for school worship services. | was a pafmintline, an award winning ensemble from

my High school. | love to write poetry.”

Caleb - “I was born in Camden, AR. | was saved when | s&gn years old. | am 11 years
old and in 5th grade. | am athletic and love pbr$s, but especially soccer. | am on a com-
petitive soccer team that represents my town irutider 12 division. | love to climb trees and
have adventures outside. | like reptiles.”
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The Powells
Bro. Jamie, Traci, Caleb, Kati
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